Greeting members, we wish you a healthy 2010. 
With regard to the property at 1271 Botany Rd, 2009 was a stressful, eventful and expensive year for the Trustees.

Firstly there was the issue of water ingress which took a lengthy period to finally track down and repair the major ‘leak-points’, primary reason, we had to wait until the wind and rain blew from 2 particular directions to locate the sources, all of which proved a very, very expensive exercise.  To any Sub-branch or Club members who may have been inconvenienced during this period, apologies.  To Gaynor, Wally and the Club Board, thank you for your patience during this time.  
Secondly, the collapse of the air-conditioning system.   This in itself is a horror-story, suffice to say it is linked to and passes through the building structurally which made it very difficult to locate specific control points so in the end it was decided to upgrade the entire system at a cost of approximately $94,000.00.   This is now in place and is operating.  

Thirdly was the issue of reparation to the Club for damaged fittings due to water ingress, this was negotiated and the Sub-branch provided $10,000.00 towards the purchase of new carpeting to replace the old which was destroyed by water.   
It is interesting to see how the building was upgraded over time during the 1970’s and 1980’s with the addition of structural ‘add-ons’, one of which enabled a dead feral pigeon to fall down a drain pipe located within the wall void and flood the auditorium, the location of the drain pipe, subsequent pigeon removal and drain and brickwork repairs cost the Sub-branch over $6,000.00 and as one member remarked, “ .... if the pigeon wasn’t dead already .... “.
And in December, the Sub-branch was informed the fire hydrant in the car-park had to be upgraded before the Club could receive their occupancy certification, the upgrade to the fire-hydrant will be finished the first week in February at a cost of approximately $14,000.00.

It is unfortunate that parts of the building at 1271 Botany Rd have now reached their finite life, this can be borne out by the damage caused by water ingress and the failure of the ‘old’ air-conditioning system, its associated trunkings and structural fittings.   Neither the Sub-branch nor Club has the available finances to make good the building and seeking the assistance of a ‘white-knight’ appears the best option.  Over the past 6 years, the Sub-branch and Club Presidents, have been investigating options and the Trustees consider this option to hold the least risk for both the Sub-branch and Club.  This is the Trustees preferred option.  
When all option(s) is/are finalised both Sub-branch and Club members will be advised of proposals and all members will be invited to comment.  

The Trustees would like to thank the Gaynor and Club Staff for the assistance and understanding given to the Sub-branch during the unfortunate incidences in 2009. 

Sub-branch membership has again grown in 2009 and has exceeded our expectations, thank you to all members for making our new members feel welcome.  
Wishing you all a happy and healthy 2010.

Messer’s O’Riordan, Cannon and Morris

Trustees, Mascot RSL Sub-branch

